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Mr A Mallinson

38 Aireburn Avenue

Steeton

Keighley

BD20 6NH

Tel (01535) 656171

clerk@Cowlingcouncil.co.uk
                                                                                      Date 14th May 2010   


Dear Mr Ashton

Cowling Parish Council have been invited to attend a meeting with Michael Bullock and yourself, amongst others, to discuss a Parish Housing Needs Survey.

It appears that Mr. Bullock has been, or will be, employed by Muir Housing to conduct this survey, and it also appears that Mr. Bullock is a director of Arc4 and David Cumberland Housing Associates, a company involved in a similar consultation in Long Preston in 2005, and that David Cumberland is also a director of Arc4.

Arc4 states on its website:

“We have carried out a wide range of commissions over the years from business planning for Housing Renewal Companies to developing and implementing bespoke equity loan products to increase owner occupation on mono tenure estates.”

It also appears that Mr. Bullock is a director of North Star Housing Group, a group consisting of two operating companies, Endeavour Housing Association and Teesdale Housing Association.

The website of North Star states:

“Both 

Housing Association website" 
Endeavour
 and 

Association website" 
Teesdale
 have strong local presence and great track records of providing housing and services for a range of needs across the region.

Operating right across the North East of England, 

Association website" 
Endeavour Housing Association’s
 regeneration and building work encompasses everything from small scale developments of housing for the physically disabled to involvement in multi-partner urban renewal projects.

With the provision of affordable, high quality, rural housing becoming increasingly scarce, Teesdale Housing Association’s main priority is to provide affordable homes for rent in the predominantly rural area of Teesdale. 

In coming together, both partners can play to our individual strengths whilst reaping the benefits that come from being a larger organisation. We are now in a good position to meet the Housing Corporation and Government's agenda for increased efficiency through the delivery of central services via our non-asset holding parent, North Star. It all adds up to a great deal.”

In short, it appears that Mr. Bullock is a director of companies which have potential commercial interest in the outcome of his research.
Accordingly Cowling Parish Council is undertaking its own survey under the guidance of Mr. P Scott-Smith, a former professional in the field of opinion and consumer research. 

We shall let you have the results of the Cowling Parish Council survey as soon as they are available, and of course CDC and/or Muir Housing are very welcome to send a representative to the box unlocking and counting.

It might be that a meeting with CDC could then prove of use, the Parish Council having obtained a mandate from the people of Cowling.

Distribution by hand to households within the Cowling ward will commence on 1st May, via the newsletter, the website and additional forms will be available from the web, the village store and Dry Stone Radio.

We are confident that Craven District Council and Muir Housing will happily accept the results of this survey, for which there will be no charge.

Yours Sincerely,
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Andrew Mallinson, Clerk to the Cowling Parish Council.

38 Aireburn Avenue, Steeton, Keighley, BD20 6NH

Tel. 01535 656171

Mob. 07971 274785

E mail. clerk@Cowlingcouncil.co.uk

