March 4, 2009

Dear Mr. Chapman,

Many thanks for your letter of 19th February offering to let us take over the running of the public toilets in Cowling.

As you appreciate and mention in that letter, the precept has been set for the year, and in a small village such as ours the precept is not overly high, We have also had to have a large increase in that precept to be able to offer funds to the village hall committee, so it is highly unlikely that we could have increased that precept still further.

You mention some form of financial support, but it is not clear exactly what proportion, or percentage, of the costs this would represent, neither do we possess any guide as to those running costs. Without such information it is obviously impossible for us to make a commitment to take over the running of those toilets with a letter of intent to that purpose being provided to you by March 23rd, a matter of a few weeks, meaning that the closure of Cowling toilets will presumably have to go ahead.

If possible, further details regarding the actual running costs of those toilets, along with the proportion of running costs which CDC are willing to provide for the 1st year of operation, would be very useful for the parish council to have, it would enable a more reasoned decision to be taken, possibly at our April meeting.

