Council Offices Granville Street SKIPTON

North Yorkshire BD23 1 PS

[image: image1.png]


 

CRAVEN

INTHE- YORKSHIRE - DALES

Mr K R Beasley

Clerk of Cowling Parish Council 5 Quakers View

Brierfield

Nelson

BB9 5PU

D I 5 T R I C T

Telephone: 01756 706310
Fax: 01756 706471
Email: pchapman@cravendc.gov.uk
Please address correspondence on this matter to: Peter Chapman Head of Leisure & Community Facilities

19 February 2009

Dear Mr K R Beasley

Cowling Public Convenience

I am grateful for your input into the consultation process regarding Craven District Councils review of the discretionary public convenience provision due to the budget pressure the Council is facing.

You were made aware that Cowling Public Convenience was being considered for closure at our Policy Committee on 17t" February. The view of the committee was that the following public toilets would close from April 1't 2009:

Glusburn/Crosshills Cowling

Settle (Ashfield Car Park) Skipton (Coach St Car Park) Burnsall

Gargrave

Bentham

Ingleton (Community Centre)

We will be pursuing a Community Toilet Scheme programme in areas where public toilets have been closed.

Your Council may wish to take over the operation of the toilets from April 1st 2009 although it is realised that this would be difficult financially in the first year as you are likely to have set your precept for the financial year 2009/10.

If you do wish to take over responsibility of the toilet then we will do our best to enable you to do so. The likely route to do this is to transfer the property to you as a public convenience either outright transfer or on a peppercorn lease as appropriate. We would provide financial support in year one, 2009/10 financial year, by paying all utilities and making a contribution to your staffing or agency costs. The following year you would need to take all financial responsibility for the toilet.
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· To enable us to do this then we would require a letter of intent from the Parish Council by Monday 23rd March indicating that:

· There is a full commitment to take over responsibility for the toilet at no cost to Craven District Council from April 2010

· That you would be committed to completing lease or transfer arrangements before the end of 2009/10 financial year

· That you would operate the toilets until completion from April 15t 2009 recognising that Craven District Council would be paying utilities and some support for staffing or agency costs

I recognise that the time scales involved in this important matter are much shorter than would normally be available to us but I am afraid the Councils financial position is such that we need to implement these savings immediately.

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance and if you wish to arrange a personal meeting or my presence at your next committee meeting I would be more than happy to agree that with you.

Yours Sincerely 1

Peter Chapman

Head of Leisure &r-Community Facilities

Cc
Cllr A. Green
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